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BACKGROUND

The melanoma-associated antigen (MAGE) family consists of a number of
antigens recognized by cytotoxic T lymphocytes. The MAGE genes were ini-
tially isolated from different kinds of tumors, and based on their virtually
exclusive tumor-specific expression in adult tissues, they have been used as
targets for cancer immunotherapy. MAGE genes encode for tumor-rejection
antigens and are expressed in tumors of different histologic types, but not
in normal tissues, with the exception of testis and placenta. Malignant
neoplasms have been shown to express MAGE genes, notably MAGE-A4.
Expression correlates significantly with poorly differentiated tumors of
cervical lineage, and while MAGE-A4 localizes to the nucleus in well-dif-
ferentiated tumors, it occupies both the nucleus and cytoplasm of poorly
differentiated cancer cells. Expression of MAGE-4 is not limited to cervical
carcinoma; more than 50 percent of carcinomas of the esophagus, head and
neck, lung, and bladder also express MAGE-A4, where it prompts cytolytic
T lymphocyte targeting, suggesting it may serve as a target for antitumoral
vaccination.
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CHROMOSOMAL LOCATION

Genetic locus: MAGEA4 (human) mapping to Xq28.

PRODUCT

MAGE-A4 (h): 293T Lysate represents a lysate of human MAGE-A4 transfected
293T cells and is provided as 100 µg protein in 200 µl SDS-PAGE buffer.

RESEARCH USE

For research use only, not for use in diagnostic procedures.

APPLICATIONS

MAGE-A4 (h): 293T Lysate is suitable as a Western Blotting positive control
for human reactive MAGE-A4 antibodies. Recommended use: 10-20 µl per
lane.

Control 293T Lysate: sc-117752 is available as a Western Blotting negative
control lysate derived from non-transfected 293T cells.

STORAGE

Store at -20° C. Repeated freezing and thawing should be minimized. Sample
vial should be boiled once prior to use. Non-hazardous. No MSDS required.

PROTOCOLS

See our web site at www.scbt.com for detailed protocols and support
products.


